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In spite of all the hopes for an agreement, the total
difference of ideas between the Church and the Fascist
State still existed, even in the interpretation of history,
and many people must have wondered if anybody could
ever bridge that difference. Pius XI in his first encyclical
referred to Italy as follows: "Our beloved country,
chosen by God Himself as the place wherein to establish
the seal of His Vicar on earth, through which it came about
that this dear city became at length the capital of the
whole world, the seat of a sovereignty or divine leadership
which overleaps the empires of all peoples and all nations."
Immediately after the signing of the Lateran Treaty,
Mussolini made exactly opposite comments. He says:
"Italy has a singular privilege of which we are proud, that
of being the sole European nation which is the seat of a
universal religion. That religion was born in Palestine,
but it became Catholic in Rome. If it had been confined
to Palestine it would very probably have remained one of
those many sects which flourished in that ardent atmo-
sphere, and very probably it would have burned itself out
leaving no trace." Then he continued: "Christianity
found favourable surroundings in Rome; it found it above
all in the lassitude of the ruling classes and consular
families, which in the time of Augustus had become tired,
gross and sterile, and it found it in the seething ant-
hill of levantine humanity, which distressed the social
subsoil of Rome, people for whom the Sermon on the
Mount opened horizons of revolt and re-vindication.
Among the precursors of Christianity were Virgil and
Caesar/*
Both these speeches show that the Pope believed the
greatness of Rome was due to Christianity, and that